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MATTHEW 9:9-13 (NRSV)
9 As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man cal led Matthew 
si t t ing at  the tax booth;  and he said to him, “Fol low me.” And he 
got up and fol lowed him.
10 And as he sat at  dinner in the house, many tax col lectors and 
sinners came and were s i t t ing with him and his disciples.  11 When 
the Phar isees saw this,  they said to his disciples,  “Why does your 
teacher eat with tax col lectors and sinners?” 12 But when he 
heard this,  he said,  “Those who are wel l  have no need of a 
physician,  but those who are s ick.  13 Go and learn what this 
means, ‘ I  desire mercy,  not sacr ifice.’  For I  have come to cal l  not 
the r ighteous but s inners.”

1.LONELINESS 
Then the LORD God said,  “ I t  is  not good that the man should be 
alone; I  wi l l  make him a helper as his partner.”  (Gen 2:18 -NRSV)

2.THE LONELY MATTHEW 
As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man cal led Matthew si t t ing 
at  the tax booth (Matthew 9:9 -  NRSV)

3.INTO THE COMMUNITY OF JESUS’ 
FRIENDS
And as he sat at  dinner in the house, many tax col lectors and 
sinners came and were s i t t ing with him and his disciples.  (Matthew 
9:10 – NRSV)
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